Borough  of  Guildford  Local  Education  Authority. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 


Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 

ON  THE 


Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  Elementary  School 
Children,  for  Year  ended  31st  December,  1923. 


To  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Guildford. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  as  School 
Medical  Officer. 

The  new  official  Tables  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education 
in  December,  1923,  have  been  introduced  this  year,  replacing  those 
previously  in  use.  They  have  been  reduced  in  number,  but  still 
involve  a  good  deal  of  clerical  work. 


There  is  little  change  to  report,  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  in  the  character  of  the  work  carried  out  in  Medical  Inspection 
and  Treatment. 

The  number  of  children  examined  at  each  Inspection  was 
reduced  to  about  15  in  the  last  term,  but  this  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  affect  the  total  number  of  Inspections  for  the  year. 

The  restricted  scheme  of  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment, 
which  for  financial  reasons  had  to  be  adopted  in  August,  1921,  was 
augmented  last  year  ;  children  of  nine  and  ten  years  being  added 
to  those  inspected  and  treated.  Children  aged  six  to  ten  inclusive 
are  now  dealt  with,  in  addition  to  odd  cases  at  other  ages.  The 
scheme  is,  however,  still  restricted  as  compared  with  that  of  some 
years  ago,  when  all  children  above  six  were  inspected  and  treated. 

Dr.  Allan  Pimm,  who  continued  to  act  as  Medical  Inspector, 
contributes  the  following  notes,  and  also  the  figures  for  Tables 

I.  and  II. 


NOTES  ON  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  FOR  1923. 

Total  number  of  children  examined  (including  special 

cases  and  re-examinations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,306 

Percentage  of  Parents  present  (Code  cases)  ...  ...  58.2  per  cent. 

Number  of  objections  to  inspection  on  the  part  of 

Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  children  detained  at  home  on  the  day 

of  inspection  (including  sick  children)  ...  ...  38 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  Schools  by  Medical  Inspector  57 

Number  of  defects  found  on  examination  (including 

dental  cases)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Dental  cases  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  46 


1  beg  to  submit  the  following  details  regarding  the  Medical  Inspection  of 
School  Children  during  the  year  1923. 

On  comparing  the  figures  given  in  the  Tables  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
total  number  of  examinations  is  a  little  lower  than  last  year. 
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The  number  of  parents  attending  the  inspections  has  increased  from  50.0 
to  58.2  per  cent.,  a  satisfactory  feature,  as  it  will  readily  be  understood  that 
the  inspection  is  more  likely  to  attain  its  end  when  the  parent  is  present,  both 
to  give  information  and  receive  any  needed  advice  as  to  the  child’s  condition. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  a  written  objection  to  examination  has  been 
received  has  increased,  but  the  total  number  of  children  absent  on  the  day  of 
examination,  from  all  causes,  has  decreased  from  81  to  59. 

An  increase  in  the  total  number  of  defects  noted  is  largely  accounted  for  by 
an  increase  of  the  Dental  cases  put  down  for  treatment,  and  an  increase  of  the 
numbers  of  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  cases  over  the  rather  low  figures  for  last  year, 
the  total  in  this  group  being  much  the  same  as  in  1921. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  School  Nurses,  and  co-operation 
of  the  Teaching  Staffs. 


Number  of  Children  inspected  1st  January,  1923,  to 

31st  December,  1923. 

[No.  on  books — June,  1923,  3,179.  Average  attendance,  2,928. 
Percentage  of  average  attendance,  92.1.] 

Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  317 

Intermediates  ...  ...  ...  ...  386 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,044 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  238 


Total 


262 


Table  II. 


A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1923. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Requiring 

treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  but 

not  requiring 
treatment. 

2 

25 

1 

2 

1 

45 

6 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

9 

1 

40 

25 

11 

5 

14 

9 

6 

l 

46 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

sJ 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

3 

5 

4 

Defect  or  Disease. 


Special  Inspections. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Requiring 

treatment 


Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
observation,  bnt 
not  requiring 
treatment. 


Ear 

Nose 

and 

Throat 


Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness 
/"Ringworm  : 

Scalp 
Body 

Skin  Scabies 
Impetigo 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tubei 
culous 

/"Blepharitis  ... 

Conjunctivitis 
|  Keratitis 

Eye  ■{  Corneal  Opacities  ... 

Defective  Vision  (excludi 
Squint  ... 

Squint  . 

^  Other  Conditions 
Defective  Hearing  ... 

Otitis  Media  ... 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 
Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only 
Enlarged  Tonsils  k  Adenoic 
Other  Conditions 
Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 
(Non-Tuberculous) 

Defective  Speech 
Teeth — Dental  Diseases 
Heart  f  Heart  Disease  : 
and  J  Organic  ... 

Circu-  J  Functional 

lation  [Anrnmia 
Bronchitis 

Lungs  j  Other  Non-Tuberculous 
Diseases 
(  Pulmonary  : 

Definite  ... 

Suspected 
Non-Pulmonary  : 

Glands  ... 

Spine 

Hip  . 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 
Skin 

Other  Forms 
Nerv-  |  Epilepsy 
ous  j  Chorea 
Syst’m  {  Other  Conditions 
n  f  ,  f  Rickets 
e,0''  x  Spinal  Curvature 
mltles  1  Other  Forms 
Other  Defects  and  Diseases  ... 


Tuber¬ 

culosis 


i 
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B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness  and 

Dental  Diseases). 


Number 

of  Children. 

/" 

. . "•■■■■ 

F  ound 

Percentage  of 

Group. 

Inspected. 

to  require 

Children  found  to 

Treatment. 

require  4  reatment. 

Code  Groups — 

Entrants 

317  j 

1 

Intermediates 

386 

L  150 

1.43 

Leavers 

341  J 

1 

Total  (Code  Groups)  ...  1,044 


Other  Routine  Inspections,  None 


Table  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children 

in  the  Area. 


Blind  (including  partially  blind)  : — 

i.  Suitable  for  training  in  a  School  or  Class 
for  the  totally  blind — 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 
the  Blind 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

ii.  Suitable  for  training  in  a  School  or  Class 
for  the  partially  blind — - 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for 
the  blind 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

Deaf  (including  deaf  and  dumb  and  partially  deaf)  : — 

i.  Suitable  for  training  in  a  School  or  Class 
for  the  totally  deaf  or  deaf  and  dumb — 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 
for  the  Deaf 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

ii.  Suitable  for  training  in  a  School  or  Class 
for  the  partially  deaf — 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 
for  the  Deaf 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


1  1 


1 


2 


1  —  1 


1 


1 


6 


Mentally  Defective : — 

Feeble-minded  (cases  not  notifiable  to  the 
Local  Control  Authority)  — 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally 
Defective  Children 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


14 


3 


17 


Notified  to  the  Local  Control  Authority — 

Feeble-minded  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Imbeciles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  1  4 

Idiots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 


Epileptics : — 

Suffering  from  severe  epilepsy — 

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools  for 
Epileptics 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Special 
Schools 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  no  School  or  Institution 

Suffering  from  epilepsy  which  is  not  severe — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


1  1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


Physically  Defective: — 

Infectious  pulmonary  and  glandular  tuberculosis — 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or 
the  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

At  other  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ...  ...  — 

Non-infectious  but  active  pulmonary  and 
glandular  tuberculosis — 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or 
the  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air  Schools  • — 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools  ...  — 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  2 

At  other  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ...  ...  — 

Delicate  children  (e.g.,  pre-or  latent 
tuberculosis,  malnutrition,  debility, 
anaemia,  etc.)  — 

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air  Schools  — 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools  ...  — 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  6 

At  other  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ...  ...  — 


2 


2 

2 


1 


4 


8 

2 


7 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 

Active  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis — 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or 

the  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

At  Public  Elementary' Schools  ...  ...  —  —  — 

At  other  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Crippled  children  (other  than  those  with 
active  tuberculous  disease),  e.g.,  children 
suffering  from  paralysis,  etc.,  and  includ¬ 
ing  those  with  severe  heart  disease — 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools  ...  ...  —  —  — 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple  Schools  ...  —  —  — 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools  ...  ...  —  —  — 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ...  ...  4  3  7 

At  other  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — - 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ...  ...  —  —  — 


Mentally  and  Physically  Defective  Children. 

Five  children  were  maintained  in  special  institutions  at  the 
expense  of  the  Authority,  viz.,  one  boy  at  the  Royal  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Margate,  one  girl  at  the  Barclay  Home  for  the 
Blind,  Brighton,  one  girl  at  St.  Michael’s  Convent,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
one  boy  at  St.  Elizabeth’s  Home  for  Epileptics,  Much  Hadham, 
and  one  girl  at  St.  Monica’s  Industrial  School,  Croydon. 

The  deaf  and  dumb  boy  at  Margate  left  at  Christmas,  1923,  on 
completing  the  course.  He  was  trained  in  the  trade  of  boot-making. 


Open=Air  Education. 

No  special  provision  for  open-air  education  has  been  made, 
but  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to1  all  the  Head  Teachers  last  year, 
urging  them  to  hold  playground  classes  as  much  as  possible.  Most 
of  the  Schools  have  either  shelters  or  trees  in  the  playground,  under 
which  classes  can  be  held.  Trees  are  far  preferable,  as  it  is  difficult 
to  ensure  ventilation  of  the  shelters  under  all  conditions. 
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Dental  Inspections. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Croke,  D.D.S.,  L.D.S.,  continued  to  act  as  Dentist. 

Owing-  to  the  large  accumulation  of  cases,  due  to  the  adoption 
by  the  Dentists  appointed  in  recent  years  of  more  conservative 
methods  of  treatment,  only  twelve  half-days  were  devoted  to  in¬ 
spection  at  the  Schools  last  year,  as  compared  with  nine  in  the 
previous  year.  1,194  children  were  thus  inspected,  of  whom  899 
were  referred  for  treatment,  as  against  844  inspected  and  580 
treated  in  1922. 

Several  School  departments  were  not  visited  by  the  Dentist 
last  year,  as  only  two  half  days  per  week  for  inspection  and  treat¬ 
ment  were  allowed  up  to  April,  and  three  half  days  subsequently. 
The  result  is  that  the  work  is  still  in  arrear.  The  Dental  work  is 
by  no  means  the  least  important,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  more 
time  should  be  devoted  to  it  during  the  ensuing  School  year. 

It  would  appear  to  be  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  complete 
scheme  without  allowing  four  half  days  a  week  for  inspection  and 
treatment.  As  there  are  about  2,800  children  of  ages  6—14  in  the 
Schools,  they  would  require  at  least  30  half-days  for  inspection 
only.  According  to  last  year’s  figures,  three-fourths  of  these, 
i.e.,  2,100!,  would  require  treatment.  If  two-thirds  of  those  sub¬ 
mitted  themselves  for  treatment,  about  175  half-days  would  be 
required. 

Treatment. 

Treatment  has  been  carried  out  as  usual  at  the  Clinic  in  Stoke 
Road,  except  that  the  County  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  cases  are  not 
now  treated. 

Great  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  ladies  belonging  to  the 
Guildford  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 

On  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  operation  days  Mrs.  Lambert  and 
Mrs.  Ede  assisted  at  the  operations. 

Mrs.  Hounsham  assisted  on  the  Dental  Gas  Days. 

The  Register  was  kept  and  the  parents  received  on  Gas  and 
Filling  days  by  Miss  Gates,  Mrs.  Croke,  and  Mrs.  Hicks. 
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Summary  of  cases  and  Treatment  at  Clinic: — 


Half-days. 

Cases. 

Visits. 

Eyes 

...  ... 

20 

79 

316 

Teeth 

...  ... 

108 

869* 

1090 

Throat 

•  •  .  •  .  • 

9 

43 

43 

Inspection 

and  Minor 

Ailments 

Clinic 

44 

304 

477 

Totals  . . . 

181 

1,295 

1,926 

*  These  include  cases  found  badly  defective  at  the  ordinary  medical  inspection. 

The  Clinic  was  open  23  half-days  more  than  in  1922,  owing  to 
the  larger  number  of  dental  cases  treated. 

The  corresponding  number  of  cases  for  1922  were  as  follows  : 
Eyes,  80;  Teeth,  577;  Throat,  49;  Inspection  Clinic,  412. 
Total,  1,118. 

Of  the  79  Eye  cases — 67  had  errors  of  refraction,  12  had  ex¬ 
ternal  eye  disease.  Glasses  were  ordered  in  48  cases. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  108  children  were  referred  to  Dr. 
Smyth  at  the  Clinic  for  re-testing  after  various  intervals,  and  of 
these  46  were  found  to  require  change  of  glasses. 

Dr.  Croke  attended  as  Dentist  at  the  Clinic  the  equivalent  of 
108  half-days.  Ten  half-days  were  devoted  to  gas  cases  and  98  to 
fillings. 

Dr.  Parker  was  anaesthetist  to  the  Dental  Clinic  from  January 
to1  March,  and  Dr.  Maitland  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Operations  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  tooke  place  fort¬ 
nightly,  Dr.  Maitland  acting  as  surgeon  and  Dr.  Parker  as  anaes¬ 
thetist  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  Dr.  Parker  and 
Dr.  Maitland  respectively  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Forty-three  children  were  operated  upon  on  nine  half-days. 

The  arrangement  with  the  County  Education  Committee  for 
the  treatment  of  their  throat  cases,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Clinic  for 
treatment  by  their  own  Officers,  was  discontinued  at  the  request 
of  the  County  Committee. 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1923. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments. 


Disease  or  Defect. 


Skin — 

Ringworm-Scalp 
Ringworm-Body  •  ... 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  Skin  Disease 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (external  and  other,  but 
excluding  cases  falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 


Number  of  Defects  treated, 
or  under  treatment  during 
the  year. 

Under  the 

Authority’s  Otherwise. 
Scheme. 


7 

4 

4 

28 

18 


1 

1 


21 

25 


349 


Total 


451 
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Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Submitted 
to  refraction 
by  private 
Under  the  practitioner 

Defect  or  Disease.  Authority’s  or  at  t-  Total. 

Scheme.  hospital, 

apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint)  67  —  —  67 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in 

Group  I.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  —  —  12 

Total  .  ...  79  —  —  79 


Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  48 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  .  44 

(b)  Otherwise 


11 


Group  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 

Received  Operative  Treatment — 

Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme,  in  Clinic  or  Hospital  ...  43 

By  Private  Practitioner  or  Plospital,  apart  from  the  Authority’s 

Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

-  tv- 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment 


Total  Number  Treated 


Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were: — 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist- 
Routine  Age  Groups- 


Aged 

5 

,  ,  , 

... 

2 

5  5 

6 

... 

•  •  • 

221 

5  > 

7 

... 

.  .  . 

242 

y  y 

8 

... 

•  .  • 

238 

y  y 

9 

•  •  • 

... 

195 

y  y 

10 

.  •  * 

... 

171 

y  y 

11 

•  •  • 

... 

18 

y  y 

12 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

3 

y  y 

13 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

yy 

14 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

— 

Specials 


1,092 

102 


Grand  Total 


1,194 


(b)  Found  to  require  Treatment 

(c)  Actually  Treated 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 

examination 


899 

869 

296 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to: — 

Inspection 

Treatment 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(4)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

(5)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

(6)  Administrations  of  General  Anaesthetics  for  Extractions 

(7)  Other  Operations  : — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


12 

108 

-  120 

1,090 


174 

494 

-  668 


48 

591 


639 

194 


73 

110 


183 
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Group  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year  by 


the  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,450 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean- — 

Verminous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Nits  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  344 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 


Inspection  Clinic. 

4 

The  Inspection  Clinic  was  open  under  my  own  charge  every 
Saturday  morning  in  combination  with  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic, 
the  School  Nurses  also  attending.  Some  cases  were  also  seen  on 
Wednesday  mornings. 

Total  number  of  cases  seen  ...  ...  304 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  477 

Of  the  above,  some  were  referred  by  the  School  Nurses  and 
the  Attendance  Officer,  and  others  were  brought  bv  parents  on 
their  own  initiative,  or  sent  by  the  Head  Teachers. 


Number  of  children  with  ailments  treated  ...  ...  304 

,,  children  referred  to  other  departments  ...  10 

,,  infectious  disease  contacts  ...  ...  ...  37 

,,  as  to1  fitness  for  school  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  as  to  fitness  under  Employment  Act  ...  54 

Classification  of  Ailments  : — 

Eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Bronchitis  and  Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Eczema,  Psoriasis,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Pediculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ear  Discharge  and  Deafness  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sore  Throat  and  Enlarged  Glands  ...  ...  48 

Ringworm  :  Scalp  7  ;  Skin  4...  ...  ...  11 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Minor  Injuries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


The  4  cases  of  skin  ringworm  were  prescribed  for,  and  the 
treatment  carried  out  by  the  Nurses  at  the  Clinic. 

Four  children  with  scalp  ringworm  were  recommended  from 
the  Clinic  for  X-ray  treatment  at  the  County  Hospital,  and  one  was 
taken  there  by  parents  on  their  own  account.  Three  were  passed 
for  School  after  intervals  of  two,  two,  and  three  months 
respectively. 

The  two  other  scalp  cases  were  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

Only  two  cases  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  one  of  which  had  had  one  application  of  X-rays,  and  the  other 
being  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

With  regard  to1  the  treatment  of  uncleanliness  as  set  out  in 
Group  V.  of  Table  IV.,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Nurses  inspected 
6,450  children  for  uncleanliness  as  compared  with  4,606  the  previous 
year.  The  number  found  unclean,  however,  in  the  increased  num¬ 
ber  was  422  as  compared  with  606  in  1922.  Every  girl  and  every 
boy  up  to  Standard  2  age  is  examined  every  term,  and  the  defective 
ones  several  times. 

No  systematic  cleansing  is  undertaken  by  the  Authority,  but 
the  School  Nurses  pay  many  visits  to-  the  homes,  and  in  cases 
where  the  mother  is  unable  to  do  so  they  cleanse  the  children’s 
heads,  and  in  others  give  written  and  verbal  instructions  to*  the 
mothers  how  to  proceed,  and  supply  them  with  lysol  and  sassafras 
oil.  A  stock  of  Binn’s  steel  nit  combs  is  also:  kept  at  the  Clinic  and 
retailed  out  at  cost  price  to  the  parents.  They  have  been  found  very 
efficient,  if  care  be  taken  to  comb  out  the  hair  first  with  an  ordinary 
comb  to  prevent  breakage. 
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Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 


Nurse  Wilson  was  appointed  by  the  Education  Committee, 
and  Nurse  Tylecote  by  the  Public  Health  Committee.  Each,  how¬ 
ever,  does  all  the  School  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  their  respective 
halves  of  the  Borough. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  whole  time  of  both  Nurses,  particu¬ 
lars  are  also  given  below  of  work  under  the  control  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 

The  following  visits  were  made  to  homes  during  the  year : — 


Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ..., 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Births  Act 
Visits  to<  cases  of  Measles 


204 

4,232 

90 


Visits  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
Visits  to  cases  of  Tuberculosis 


20 

50 


Eollowing-up  visits  to1  children  in  need  of  treatment 
Visits  to  homes  in  connection  with  the  Mothers’  Dental  Clinic 


2,137 


53 


The  Nurses  also  treated  or  inspected  about  332  children  (who 
between  them  paid  1,110  visits)  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year.  The 
majority  came  for  applications  for  ringworm,  fomentations, 
syringing  of  ears,  bathing  of  eyes,  and  inspection  of  heads. 


Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases. 


During  the  first  term  of  the  year  26  cases  of  Measles  were 
notified,  of  which  20  were  from  Stoke  Hill  School. 

During  the  second  term  12  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  were  notified 
from  Charlotteville  Infants. 

During  the  third  term  28  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  were  notified 
from  Stoke  Hill,  and  8  from  Stoughton.  With  these  exceptions 
the  Schools  were  comparatively  free  from  infectious  disease  during 
the  year. 

It  was  only  considered  necessary  to  close  one  School,  viz., 
Stoke  Hill,  from  February  5th  to  26th,  on  account  of  Measles. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  ringworm  appears  to  have  been 
practically  eradicated  from  the  Schools  at  the  end  of  the  year,  only 
two  cases  remaining  on  the  books.  This  is  an  unusually  good  record 
for  the  area  of  any  Education  Authority,  and  is  a  result  of  the 
special  efforts  made  during  recent  years. 


Employment  of  Children. 

Byelaws  dealing  with  the  employment  of  children  were  adopted 
in  1920. 

Fifty-four  boys  engaged  in  the  morning  delivery  of  newspapers 
were  examined  by  me  as  to  their  fitness  for  the  work,  as  compared 
with  42  the  previous  year.  One  only  was  considered  unfit,  eight 
were  classified  as  of  fair,  eighteen  as  good,  and  twenty-seven  as  of 
very  good  physique. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

The  usual  annual  inspection  of  the  School  premises  in  company 
with  the  Borough  Surveyor  was  made  in  February,  and  the  necess¬ 
ary  repairs  and  decorations  carried  out  in  August. 


In  conclusion,  I  have  to  express  my  indebtedness  to'  Dr.  Pimm 
and  also  to’  Nurse  Wilson  and  Nurse  Tylecote  for  considerable  help 
in  compiling  the  statistics  for  this  Report. 


I  am,  Fadies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  W.  C.  PIERCE, 


Guildford, 

February,  1924. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 


